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I P S W I C H  H I G H  S C H O O L

Ipswich High School has been the home of interscholastic athletics for more than a 
century. We have been privileged to witness many wonderful and talented athletes 
accomplish individual and team successes while wearing the black and orange for 
the Ipswich Tigers, and they live in our memories. There are reminiscences shared by 
Ipswich residents every day about great games, great plays, great teams, great athletes 
and great coaches. 

This Committee was formed to create and perpetuate an Ipswich High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame to honor athletes, coaches and individuals who have made a substantial 
contribution to the Ipswich High School Athletic Program in order to recognize and 
preserve their accomplishments and memories.

Our year long efforts have culminated in the selection of the individuals being 
honored this evening. The selection process for the 2012 Athletic Hall of Fame Class 
was extremely difficult because there continue to be so many worthy candidates. We 
rely upon nominations from friends, family, coaches and members of the community. 
The Committee is extremely proud of this group of inductees, and we look forward to 
honoring deserving recipients at future ceremonies. 

This Committee holds elections annually and term limits have been adopted to encourage 
turnover as well as continuity within the Committee. If you are interested in serving on 
this Committee in the future please contact one of the current members for information 
or email us at ipswichhof@gmail.com.

The Ipswich High School Athletic Hall of Fame will continue to grow in size and 
stature with the continued support of the community. We hope that you enjoy the 
evening and that our collective goal of enhancing and preserving Ipswich High School’s 
athletic traditions will be achieved and perpetuated.

Ipswich High School
Athletic Hall of Fame Committee

November 23, 2012
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P R O G R A M

The Ipswich High School Athletic Hall of Fame
welcomes you to the 

2012 Induction Ceremony and Banquet.
We hope you enjoy this memorable evening.

T H E  H A L L  O F  FA M E  C O M M I T T E E

WELCOME
Master of Ceremonies

Doug Woodworth

DINNER

INTRODUCTION OF INDUCTEES

ATHLETES
David Bialek Class of 1970 Hockey, Football, Baseball
John Bialek Class of 1933 Hockey, Football, Baseball
Chris Bromby Class of 1993 Lacrosse, Hockey
Venetia Constantine Reilly Class of 1976 Field Hockey, Basketball, Track
James LaRochelle Class of 1971 Wrestling, Football
Joseph “J.J.” Milette Class of 1986 Cross Country, Track
Edward Sklarz Class of 1953 Baseball, Basketball, Football

COACH
David Whipple Class of 1954 Basketball Coach 1967–1978

MERITORIOUS SERVICE
Angelo Perna 1968–2012 Teacher, Coach, A.C.P. Sports

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Doug Woodworth, President Steve Markos, Vice President
Ellen Nich, Treasurer Richard Nylen, Clerk
Maureen Beaudet Dan Clasby
Stephanie Gaskins Roland Hinckley
Steve Lamson Dr. Ann Papagiotas
Sandra Purington
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P A S T  I N D U C T E E S

CLASS OF 2010

Jayne Benirowski Canty Basketball  Class of 1979
Ruben Britt Jr. Basketball Class of 1970
Brett Budzinski Football, Basketball, Track Class of 1993
John “Bubba” Galanis Football, Basketball, Lacrosse Class of 1972
Edward Mackey (Machaj) Baseball, Basketball Class of 1941
Dr. Ann “Kiki” Papagiotas Basketball Coach 1970–1984
Philip “Jo Jo” Robishaw Football, Baseball Class of 1941
C. Elliott Roundy Coach/Athletic Director  1951–1983
John Thomas Meritorious Class of 1967 
Jack Welch Football Coach, Track Coach Coach 1964–2000

CLASS OF 2011

Bernard Adell Football, Track   Class of 1978
Arthur Carey Lacrosse Coach, Football Coach 1967–1981
Jean Clarkin Basketball, Track Class of 1983
Joan Clarkin Basketball, Track Class of 1981
Charles Gianakakis Football, Baseball Class of 1954
Jack Gillespie Football, Basketball, Baseball Class of 1957
Peter Gorniewicz Football, Basketball Class of 1971
Kevin Nylen Soccer, Basketball, Lacrosse Class of 1999
Kathy Paganis Field Hockey, Basketball, Track, Softball Class of 1977
Joseph Rogers Teacher, Principal 1950–1985
Ken Spellman Track, Football and Basketball Coach 1969–Present 
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DAV I D  J .  B I A L E K
H o c key,  B a s e b a l l

196 6 –1970

David Bialek, class of 1970, was an honor student and a three sport letterman in hockey, 
baseball and football. 

A four year starter in hockey, David led the team in goals, assists and points in his 
sophomore, junior and senior years. In his sophomore year he switched from first-line 
center to defense so that the team could utilize his skating ability for longer periods of 
time, and was selected that year to the Merrimack Valley League first-team All-Star 
team. In his junior and senior years he went back to his natural position of center on 
the forward line. In his senior year he was selected to the Twin State League first-team 
All-Star team and was voted the league’s Most Valuable Player as he led the Tigers to the 
championship of the league and to its first state hockey tournament. He scored 54 goals 
in his last 18 games at IHS. He was selected to the Salem News and Beverly Times first-
team All-Star team his senior year.

David also was a four year starter in baseball, playing the outfield all four years. He led 
the team in hitting his junior and senior years and in home runs his senior year. He 
captained the baseball team in 1970 and led the Tigers to the 1970 State Tournament 
where he batted .538 with two home runs, three doubles, two singles and eight runs 
batted in.

David graduated from Dartmouth College in 1974. He attended the University of Notre 
Dame Law School and the Northeastern University Graduate School of Professional 
Accounting. He has worked for thirty years with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
at the Department of Revenue, where he is currently a senior tax appeals officer.
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J O H N  S .  B I A L E K
H o c key,  B a s e b a l l ,  F o ot b a l l

19 2 9 –19 3 3

Mr. John S. Bialek played varsity hockey and baseball for four years, serving as captain 
of each team. He also played football in his junior and senior years. While statistics are 
not available from those days, his classmates thought highly enough of him to elect him 
the class athlete, as well as class vice-president, for the Class of 1933.

John went on to have a stellar hockey career at Northeastern University, where he led 
the team in scoring for three years, and served as team captain as a senior. He was 
named All-League, All-New England and All-East in both his junior and senior years. 
Renowned for his flashy skating, he led the nation in scoring in his senior year, garnering 
26 goals and 16 assists in only ten games. He also earned three varsity letters in baseball.

John had been an outstanding student at Ipswich, and continued that excellence at 
Northeastern, completing a five-year engineering program in only four years, and 
appearing on the Dean’s List every semester.
 
Following his graduation in 1937, John continued his hockey career with the Boston 
Olympics, an amateur team that won the United States hockey championship.

A life-long resident of Ipswich, he gave his time and energy to the town in many ways, 
serving on the Board of Selectmen, School Building Needs Committee and Recreation 
Committee. John was a co-founder and long-time president of Ipswich Little League, 
and the founder and president of Ipswich Youth Hockey. Following his untimely death 
in 1977, town residents, in recognition of John’s devotion to Ipswich, voted to name 
Bialek Park in his honor.

In 1980, John was inducted into the Northeastern University Hall of Fame.
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C H R I S TO PH E R  B RO M BY
La c ro s s e,  H o c key

19 8 9 –19 9 3

At the time of his graduation Chris Bromby was the most prolific scorer and most 
successful lacrosse player in school history. Although he did play four years of Varsity 
Hockey, Chris was never seen with out a lacrosse stick in his hand. He was a wizard with 
the lacrosse stick!

As a junior, Chris led the state in scoring with 73 goals and 34 assists for a total of 
107 points. He was named to the Eastern Massachusetts Lacrosse All Star Team, Salem 
Evening News All Star Team.

 In his senior year, Chris was again the leading scorer in Massachusetts, while leading 
his team to the Eastern Mass. League Division Championship. Chris scored 55 goals, 
51 assists for a total of 106 points. He was the team M.V.P. and again was named to the 
Eastern Mass. All Star team. He was also a Salem News All Star and Boston Globe and 
Boston Herald All Scholastic.

Chris was a Bay State Gold Medal Champion in 1992, 1994 and 1995. After numerous 
offers, Chris decided on Springfield College. Great decision, as Springfield went on to 
win the National Championship in his first year.

The next year he  transfered to the U.N.H. where he was the leading scorer and points 
leader in 1996 and 1997. He was the leading goal scorer in the  American East League 
and team Offensive M.V.P. in 1997.

His lacrosse career continued at the professional level with the Brine Lacrosse Club and 
was drafted by the Major League Lacrosse team, the Boston Cannons where he played 
for three years.

Chris is currently living in Newburyport with his wife Melissa and their two daughters 
Reese and Morgan. He is working as a Cardiology I.T. specialist for the North Shore 
Medical Center.
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V E N E T I A  (CO N S TA N T I N E )  R E I L LY
F i e l d  H o c key,  B a s ket b a l l ,  T ra c k

1972 –1976

Venetia (Constantine) Reilly was one of the most naturally gifted three sport athletes to 
graduate from IHS. Whether it was on the field hockey field, basketball court or track, 
Venetia was a fierce competitor and leader. 

As a varsity field hockey player, Venetia was a member of the Cape Ann League 
championship teams of 1972 and 1973. On the basketball court Venetia is seventh on 
the all-time rebounding statistics averaging 9.2 rebounds per game. She was a Cape 
Ann League All-Star and co-captained the Cape Ann League Championship team and 
Division II North Championship team of 1976.

Venetia’s most notable accomplishments were earned as a track star for Ipswich High 
School. She was a three year Boston Globe All-Scholastic; three year Class C High Jump 
champion; three year All-State High Jump champion; three year CAL All-Star; four 
year CAL High Jump champion and a Beverly Times and Salem News All-Star for three 
years. Venetia also ran for the Liberty Track Club. She also qualified for the National 
Youth Games by jumping 5'7", and placed third nationally. Venetia also competed in the 
National Junior Olympics and placed 5th overall.

Venetia attended Northeastern University after graduating from IHS where she played 
basketball and was instrumental in establishing the women’s track program. After 
graduation from Northeastern, Venetia began work in the field of Physical Therapy. She 
currently co-owns and works a private physical therapy practice in NH. She continues 
to participate in small races and sprint triathlons. Venetia is married to Joe Reilly and 
has three adult children and one grandchild. 
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JA M E S  M .  L ARO C H E L L E
Wre s t l i n g ,  F o ot b a l l

1967–1971

The most celebrated and winning wrestler in school history, Jimmy LaRochelle never 
lost a Cape Ann League dual meet, finishing his career with a 57–0 record. He was a 
two-time Cape Ann League tournament champion, in 1970 and 1971 (there was no 
tournament in his freshman and sophomore years). Following the CAL season it was 
off to the Northeastern Mass Sectional Championships where he won the championship 
four consecutive years from 1968 to 1971. 

As a freshman, wrestling at 103 pounds, Jimmy won the Massachusetts State  
Championship and went on to finish as the runner up in the New England  
Championship. The final match finished in a 2–2 tie but wrestling rules awarded the 
victory to his opponent 3–2. As a sophomore, wrestling at 120 pounds, he finished  
3rd in the States. A knee injury forced him out of the state tournament in his junior  
year but he came back as a senior to finish as the runner up. 

In four years he earned one state championship, four Northeastern Mass Sectional 
Championships, two Cape Ann League Championships and as a senior was voted the 
Tigers’ Outstanding Wrestler.

Jimmy also competed in A.A.U. tournaments where he won the New England Jr. AAU 
17 and under championship twice and the New England Sr. AAU championship once. 
He finished 4th in the National AAU tournament.



9

J O S E PH  “JJ ”  M I L L E T T E
C ro s s  Co u nt r y,  T ra c k

19 8 2 –19 8 6

Joseph (J.J.)Milette graduated from Ipswich High School in 1986. One would be hard 
pressed to find an IHS runner that had achieved the level of success that J.J. had on both 
the cross–country and track teams. 

 J.J.’s achievements on the boy’s cross-country team include Cape Ann League All-Star, 
Boston Globe All-Scholastic, Boston Herald All-Scholastic, Salem News All-Star. In 
1985, he took first place in the Division II State Coaches Meet 3-mile, and 3rd place 
in the All-State 3.1 mile with a time of 15:55. In his senior year, J.J. was the Cape Ann 
League 3 mile Champion. 

His accomplishments on the track team were equally impressive. In 1984, he placed 1st 
in the Eastern Mass. Class D 2-mile (9:33.4) and was the State Class D 2-mile Champion 
(9:38.5) in 1985. In 1985, J.J. was the All-State Outdoor Track & Field Champion 2-mile 
(9:15.36), as well as the All-New England 3200 Meter Champion (9:22.2). He graduated in 
1986 having set Ipswich High School records in the 1-mile (4:21.3) and 2-mile (9:15.36).

J.J. continued to be a major contributor on the UMass cross country team. In 1988, he 
placed 6th in the Inter Collegiate Amateur Athletic Association Meet, and in 1989 he 
was named MVP. Unfortunately, in his junior year J.J. developed an injury that would 
effectively end his running career. He did make a brief comeback 1990 when he ran his 
fastest road 10K at the New England Championships. He placed 3rd in 30:17 but once 
again a debilitating injury caused him to hang up his running shoes for good. 

J.J. and his wife Melanie live in Rowley, MA. They have 10 children, ranging in age from 
10 months to 18 years. J.J. owns and operates a growing landscape business. 
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E DWAR D  S K L AR Z
B a s e b a l l ,  B a s ket b a l l ,  F o ot b a l l

194 9 –195 3

During his four years (1949–1953) at Ipswich High School, Ed Sklarz was a three sport 
athlete having been awarded 12 varsity letters, four each in football, basketball, and 
baseball and two junior varsity letters while still in eighth grade making him a 14 time 
Ipswich High letterman.

Ed was a member of the Cape Ann League baseball championship team in both 1952 
and 1953. He was the 1952 C.A.L. batting champion with a .483 average and also pitched 
a perfect game (no hits, no runs, no reach). In a “masterful performance,” Ed pitched 16 
strike-outs while fielding all but one of the 5 infield grounders. During 1952 and 1953, 
he played for the Marbleheaders semi-pro team.

Again receiving a junior varsity letter in eighth grade, Ed continued his basketball career 
in high school and obtained a varsity letter each year. In 1952 he was the leading scorer 
(15.7 points per game) and was elected captain in his senior year. He was a C.A.L. All-
Star in both 1952 and 1953 and captained the team in 1952.

Ed also played Ipswich High football and was awarded four varsity letters.

He is additionally proud of his role as Class President in 1953 and his four year athletic/
academic scholarship to Tufts University (School of Engineering) leading to an 
engineering degree in 1957. During his freshman and sophomore years at Tufts, he was 
a member of the baseball team. He credits previous I.H.S. Hall of Famer and his Coach 
Elliot Roundy for encouragement and guidance during his formative years.
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DAV I D  W H I PPL E
B a s ket b a l l  Co a c h

196 6 –1978

At the time of Dave Whipple’s retirement in 1978, he was the winningest coach  
in Ipswich Boys’ Varsity Basketball history. A Co-Captain at Ipswich High in 1954,  
Dave was urged to get into coaching a decade later. After spending two years as Junior 
Varsity Coach with a 31–6 record, Dave’s successful varsity coaching career began 
in 1966. In Dave’s first year, his team beat heavily favored North Reading and upset 
both Rockport and State Champion Manchester with only one player over 6'1". The late 
columnist Jim Daly offered his insight into Coach Whipple’s immediate success: “We’ve 
got Dave Whipple on our side plus five starters who are listening to his strategy.”

In 1969, Coach Whipple led his team to the Boston Garden and Ipswich’s first State 
Championship, defeating St. Stephen’s. The following year he returned to the Garden 
where the Tigers lost to rival Acton-Boxboro in the Class D finals. He had a State 
Tournament record of 18–9 with 3 Boston Garden appearances. Twice during his 12 
years, his teams won more than 20 games. His teams won a total of 172 games and at one 
point he had a streak 33 straight wins. His continued success was attributed to adapting 
each year’s offense and defense to the strengths and weaknesses of his players and his 
team. He demanded fitness, discipline and team defense. His 2-3 match-up zone was 
featured in a national basketball publication. 

Dave vowed to only coach in Ipswich, and retired in 1978. He continues to own and 
operate Candlewood Golf Course. He and his wife, Bernadine, have been married for 
49 years and have 2 lovely daughters, Andrea and Martha and one grandson, Nicholas. 
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A N G E LO  C .  PE R N A
M e r i to r i o u s  S e r v i ce

Angelo Perna was not an Ipswich Townie born and raised but what he did in Ipswich 
and for Ipswich youth will live on through the ages. Angelo was an active varsity 
athlete in High School in New York, the U.S. Army, and in college at SUNY Cortland 
from where he graduated in 1964. During this time, he participated in football, soccer, 
baseball, lacrosse and track and field. Angelo came to Ipswich in 1968 as a physical 
education teacher at Ipswich High School. It was at IHS where he began his fascination 
and passionate association with Ipswich athletics. It was also in this place where Angie, 
as we all came to know him, found his outlet for his boundless energies, as an assistant 
football coach, varsity wrestling coach and varsity soccer coach. 

Although Angie moved on to teach at the O’Malley Middle School in Gloucester, he 
kept his hand in Ipswich town athletics playing baseball with the Ipswich Chiefs and ice 
hockey with the Ipswich Hawks. He continued his playing career with the Ipswich Over 
30 Softball League for many years where he also served as constant Umpire in Chief.

Angie is best known as the founder, producer, videographer, announcer and commentator 
for ACP Sports. He began by featuring videos featuring Ipswich High School sports 
during every season. He specialized in featuring the wide variety of sports available to 
students at Ipswich High School. Beyond producing chronicles of Ipswich athletics for 
viewing, Angie hoped that students trying to pursue athletic careers at the collegiate 
level would be able to use these videos to help them achieve a place on the teams of their 
choice. 

Ipswich town athletics benefitted from Angie’s dedication, enthusiasm, and commitment 
to the Youth of Ipswich. He truly was a man of all sports. 
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It is not the critic who counts;

not the man who points out how the strong 

man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could

have done them better. The credit belongs to 

the man who is actually in the arena, whose

face is marred by dust and sweat and blood;

who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes 

up short again and again, because there is no

effort without error and shortcoming; but who

does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows

great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who

spends himself in a worthy cause; who, at the

best knows in the end the triumph of high

achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails,

at least  fails while daring greatly, so that his

place shall never be with those cold and timid

souls who neither know victory nor defeat.*

Theodore Roosevelt, April 23, 1910

Donald M. Greenough 
Attorney

2 Depot Square, Ipswich MA
978-356-1040

*The Man in the Arena: Citizenship in a Republic. Speech delivered at the Sorbonne, Paris, April 23, 1910. www.theodoreroosevelt.org/research/speeck%20arena.htm

 

57 South Main Street, Ipswich, MA
978-356-1040
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CONGRATS 2012 INDUCTEES
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Ipswich Boys Basketball 

To Coach David Whipple on His
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IPSWICH YOUTH BASKETBALL 
FOUNDED 1992 

 

IPSWICH YOUTH BASKETBALL CONGRATULATES THE FIRST TEN RECIPIENTS TO THE 

HALL OF FAME. WE APPLAUD THEIR EXCEPTIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS AT IPSWICH HIGH 

SCHOOL AND THANK THEM FOR THE MEMORIES, DEDICATION AND INSPIRATION THAT 

THEY HAVE PROVIDED TO STUDENTS, FRIENDS, FAMILY AND THE IPSWICH 

COMMUNITY. 

 

 

IPSWICH YOUTH BASKETBALL CONGRATULATES THE 2012 ATHLETIC HALL 

OF FAME INDUCTEES. WE APPLAUD THEIR EXCEPTIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS AT 

IPSWICH HIGH SCHOOL AND THANK THEM FOR THE MEMORIES, DEDICATION 

AND INSPIRATION THAT THEY HAVE PROVIDED TO STUDENTS, FRIENDS, FAMILY 

AND THE IPSWICH COMMUNITY.
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In Memory  
of  

Angelo Perna

Friend, Coach and Mentor.
A true Tiger!

May his hard work never be forgotten!
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DREW MARC-AURELE
MANAGER

www.ipswichwines.com

30 CENTRAL STREET
IPSWICH, MA 01938

978-356-5400
FAX: 978-356-4242

Specializing in weddings, parties & special occasions

FINE WINE, LIQUOR & BEER

Congratulations to All
From Jane and Drew
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CELEBRATING 107 YEARS
Since 1905
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Congratulations 2012 Hall of Fame Inductees  
and the Family of  

James Michael LaRochelle 

 

"It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles or where the doer of deeds 
could have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and 
sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes up short again and again, because there is no effort 
without error or shortcoming, but who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself for a 
worthy cause; who, at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of high achievement, and who, at the worst, if he fails, 
at least he fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who knew neither 
victory nor defeat." .   

Theodore Roosevelt  - The Man in the Arena:  "Citizenship in a Republic," 
Speech at the Sorbonne, Paris, April 23, 1910 

 

Friends of Georgetown/Ipswich Wrestling Boosters 
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2012 Hall of Fame
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First Ipswich Bank congratulates  
the 2012 inductees into the  

Ipswich High School Athletic Hall of Fame

Ipswich | Gloucester | Essex | Rowley | Newburyport | Boston

888-667-3697   firstipswich.com

Member FDIC
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Congratulates  

The 2012 Ipswich High School Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees

Consider donating your athletic photos to the  

Ipswich Museum Photo Collection  

We preserve all aspects of Ipswich history

Ipswich Museum, William Markos Fund, 54 South Main Street, Ipswich MA  01938 
978-356-2811 
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IHS Girl’s Basketball 

    

2011 – 2012 

Congratulations!! 

2012 – 2013

In Memory of Jay MacGilvary, 
Hall of Fame Committee 2011.

Thank you for all your great stories. We will miss you. 

F R O M  T H E  I P S W I C H  H I G H  S C H O O L  
A T H L E T I C  H A L L  O F  F A M E  C O M M I T T E E
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• Digital Color Copying
• Graphic Design
• Ad Books
• Stationery
• Promotional Products

– Apparel
– Pens
– Mugs
– Flash Drives

140 Central Street, Rowley, MA 01969
978.948.2789

www.partnerwithchoice.com
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A N G E L O  C .  ( A N G I E )  P E R N A

Thank you, from Tiger fans everywhere. 
Rest in peace. 
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